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of th American Museu- -i rf Natural 4
History. Cem-pcnU- Mnber of iii
Nrw Y. Zooloslcai Society.

I hav Just returned from nn ex- -

ploratlon of the northernmost coast
of America, during which I explored
mors than a thousand ml.es of coast
line hllfccrto practically unknown.
The most astonishing thins which I
discovered on this trip was twenty s
miles of burning coast line within

Circle. Here I found a
cliff rlsinc directly from the sa to a
hciRht of from ten".7 to two thou- -
Fand feet, the whole of which, so far
an the eye could reach, was or.e mass
of burnins Jlsnitc and dense clouds of
sn.f.ke. A

Tl e cfiV-- t at nlht wm sublimely
prar.d. Ti e lir s from this enormous
mas-- s of Lurnlng lignlt cast rtflec- -
tio.-.-s t.tr out among the Ire cakes of
tU Arcij fi, --Iras columns of O
black sinol.e ro led inland toward the
snow-capp- mounta.ns, and the glare
from tills ciKantic fire, which, oer.
h 'ps. has be- - n burninc for centuries,
lit up evt-r- object for miles around,
llilhofs cf ton3 of coal in tlf-s- Arc-
tic cliffs are bcin consumed every
ft.w i!j.s by this extraordinary fire.

Hy curc.'ul measurements I othnato
that the bUzing cllfs extend ly

for twenty miles. Xowhers
In the re ord of Arctic exploration la
there any mention of this extraordi-
nary phenomenon. No explorer, eo
far as I can learn, ever before pene-
trated this recion. or even heard from
she natives of this amaxins and un
paralleled spectacle.

WIUTTEN FOli THE ST..VDAT BEPUBUC.
The most extraordinary feature of the.

Arctic regions has now bsea discovered. It
Is a. burning cUtf 2.0.0 feet In height and
twenty miles lone, the whole of which Is a
mass of flames and smoke.

This amazing discovery has teen mads by
Professor A. J. Stono of ths American ilu-tu- m

of Katural History. Professor Ston
lilted points or tn Arctic never before

ciplored. Th.s nay to tha reason r.hi
iLe fiieantlo burmns cliff which he discov-ie- d

fcas never bevn referred to in the
of previous Vrclic explorer

When sttn from alar, i'roletsor Stone at
Xirst supposed that me great cloud of smoke
liuli.s Horn tt.e bjiuuiB cifi v.ui u coming
o.orju. lie cidu.d j.j, party mto a. ttorm
camp, wnire aU went to tltcp. The fo.iow-ii- S

iiiuMiiiiK the clmd wus s.ill there. jro.
Ictiur &uue Ihvu inuivtd to inveat:i,ato,
una w.th much labor ciuasid an ice
tpproathina tt.e land as insist fell.

Then in the darkness it was tcta that the
paity were in thu itmncdU.e neishborhood
of a Eigantio conflasration. whose reiiecUon
lau"i "c eea iron-- , alar. Tlia party camped

a mile out from the shore.
Thousands of glowinc upertures extended

for miles alons the coast. They were at
varjlng levels, from the top of tho high cliff
to almost the bottom. From them the smoke
extended in puffs and in steady streams.
The Ice fields around reflected the fire from
these blazing furnaces of coal and the Iium-"loc- ks

of the Ice fild Rilntcd with red and
ranste fires. Overhead was a crcat pall of

dense black smoke. The rim-- of burnlns
l:cnlte and sulphur became almost unbear-
able.

At Internals fcupe chunk3 of burning coal

T I P T Wcbcr, Former Batter
i

WRITTEN IVR Tlin SFNDAT KKPLTIUC
Mrs. T. K. Weber of CSW Washington

"boulevard, has this week received a letter
frrm son. Captain John K. Weber of
the Thirty-eight- h United States
Volunteers, now serving In the Philippines,
which giies some Interesting details of his 4

regiment's work, the Thlrty-elgat- h Laving
slrcady distinguished Itself by a gallant
charge In Its first action, which lias won
much praise from general ofliccrs.

Captain Weber was a Lieutenant In Bat-
tery A during the war with Spain and
served with the battery In tho expedition
to Puerto under General Miles. First
Lieutenant llusm.in of his company in the
Thirty-eight- h Js nlsa a St. Louis
hey, and, as will be rcrccmbercJ, the regi
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"FIGHTING THIRTY-EIGHTH- "

T"T F P T--T T T P AT "P Q Captain of
111L' I IllJbll liNIO. St. Louts Lively Scrvi;

her
Infantry.

Itlco

Infantry

ment was recruited and prepjred for active
service at Jefferson Barracks. Captain
Weber's letter Is, therefore, of ftpeclal
local Interest. It reads as follows:

Batangas, Philippine Islands, Jan. 17. At
last I hai--e a chance to write, you a short
letter. We left Manila on the night rf Jan-
uary 1 (landed oft December 2rt. and have
been on a "h.ke" ever since. We jre now
in the southern part of the Island t Luzon.
Will stop In this place one day to give the
men a mudi-ncede- d rcL

We have captured fight towns, JiO.MO In
cash, and liberated Zr Spatd'h prisoners.
I lava lost only one man, and lie was a
Corporal in my compirty. lie was killed in
a little skirmish wo bad on the Kth. These
people will not fight. They fire a few vol-

leys and then run. As u consequenca v.o

A, leiis ot the
ccs at the Front.

aro nearly ran to death trjlng to catch
them. We came into this town last night
and learned that the insurgents had taken
seven American prisoners away with thim
Just a few hours before we the town.
We will start In pursuit hope
to overtake them within tho Uixt two days.

Tho climate lure has been a pleasant sur-
prise to me. as it is not near us warm as I
expected to find It, and the health uf the
men lias been better than It was In tho
States. We have not a thing with us In
tho way of clothing except hat v.e havo
on. and as we have been out rcvomcen days
you can Imagine thai we do not lo !t very
well as regards wearing apparel. We hat a
bi-- operating ni"it of ia time in the
mountains, where it is i.np sslblc 'o ts.ke
wagons, to ever; thing haa to be carr.ed by
the men.
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rolled down the side of the clIIT. nnl far
out onto the Ice. These clowlnjr raji'i
blackened e? they fell and broke Into thou-
sands of pieces, scattering their remnants
over the Ice and marring lis purity wl'h a
tmudo that haJ attrj-ie- d VraUsfnT Stone's
attentlan when approai-h'.n- s the cliff. When
the wind shifted frum th land the smoke

a and brfatliins became dlCleulu

Hosarlo, Province of Uatangas. Janu.tr
:?. I got back here e:erday. Have been
on a seven days trip with my company to
Tuyabas to rrlast some Spanish priso-
ner. We had six skirmishes, but did not
los any men, and iiillicted quite a
los on the tnemy. The Insurgents In thN
province are pretty well broken up. and
aro scattering In mall bands. We nr In
garrison at this place with cue battalion
and fire very comfortably quartered In .i
convent building. The cliurchs through
this coun'ry ate the only bulidlng- - of nny
size. The place In which wo, are quart crcl
Is a very large stone building with amp!.
room for the four comp-mies- The health
of the command Is very good.

Our regiment has made a good record so
far. I received the Chrstmas box all right
and wo enjojed the contents, as we have
not had anything to cat In the way of
mvcrts sinre wo left Manila. Send n:e
tome paiers. an we have not one since
leaving Frisco, m don't know how things
are going in th rest of the world. I will
gle you :i little history of the trip from
which I have uat returned

I

Al dawn csme on th rarty was able to
obs-r- ve tho burning cliff more distinctly.
To lis helslit. attno: iOO) Te.-- t. It iui
afire. Front crevices, from the bottom al-
most to the top. the smoke poured as If
from a volcano. Smoke oozmI from the soil
In puffs ard with great regularity. as fr.n
a chimney. fr.im great l1.i-- k crvvhes nbia
wor- - burning ytrata of ciaU

I left Ilataneas with eighty men and tho
thre cmcersj of my company at : p. m. on
the ISlb. and arrived here at ) p. m. that
night, a distance of miles
through a very rough rountrw There aro
no roads here, nothing but trail. We left
here on the mornlrg of the 13th at 7 o'clock
and w.-n- t to Tlaon. a dlstal.ee of fourt-e- n
mile?), arriving ther at S p. m. We sur-
prised a pany of a Lout twenty insurgents
In this town and cai.ture",two carts of rice
and a pony after a. slight skirmish. We
remained oier night In TIam and left
there the morning of tli. M:h.

We were to bo followed by nine trcops
of American cavalry. Thy caught ut
with us at r.oon at Candelarla. nine miles
from llosatio. I stopped to let my com-
pany got dinner, and they pushed on.
About twenty minutes aflor they had gouo
we wero fired on from ambush. No on-w- as

hit. It was the wrk of but a few
mlnuVs o deplry the company through
the brush and chae the enemy u of
gunlior. wounding ont man. We then iro-ci-ed- cd

after the cavalry.

These strata zlgzaFpfd their way acres
the Irregular face of the cliff and wrre sel-

dom more than four or five Inches wide, but
In sum" Installed a foot thick. The burn-In- s

maK-trlal-. while largtly composed of lig-

nite. Is probably made up of several com-hu-t'l-

.ubstar.irt. Owing, how-r- r.

ti tl'e ImpoMbility of climbing the
liff Professor Stunc was unable to ascer

After marching about a mile we heard
heavy tiring In our front. We hurried up

and found the cavalry had had a fight with
some Insurreetos In trenches aToss and
on each side of the trail. One cavalryman
was killed and five wounded. The main
body of the cavalry had continued In pur-su- .t

of the flying Filipinos, leavlni- - the
pak train and woUndtd In my care. We
had to construct litters on whlrh to carry
the wound-!- , as the trail was Impassable
for ambulances. While making the wound-
ed as comfortable as possible and prepar-
ing th-- m for the trip to the next town wo
were attacked from the rear by a body of
the enemy who had succeeded In getting
around the flanks ot the cavalry. The fight-
ing lasted about twenty minute. We final-
ly drove them back, but could not tell
whether we had wounded any of them.

On the morning of the :Vt we kit Sayaga
to go to T.iyabas. the main column of the
cavalry taking a trail to the south, so as
to make the ataek on tho town from two
n.ir?. e had proceeded about two miles
on the main trail, with my company and
one troop of cavalry, whin, we came upoa
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tain the exact composition of the turning
material. The cliffs are high and steep anil
cut Irto plnr.jc!"! an-- chimneys. Thesa
c.mne"'. not bt r.g lntrse ted with th
Inflammable s'ra'a. have nvt burned, ani
stand out against th glowing background.
They are extremely picturesque and con-

vey the same effect as do the Bad Lands of
Dakota, except that the latter are not
smoke covered snd have bten created by
water erosion, whl.e thoe In the Arctics
have ben aten away by fire.

Ore of the mest remarkable and beautiful
features of the- - mlls of burning coast Una
Is the variety of color thtat they present.
Overhead la th of dnse Mack smoke;
below the blue gleam of the eternal Arctlo
Ice. On the wall of this burning cliff Is a
variety of rich, warm tons from cream to a
deep, rich red, all the shades of terra cotta.

lietwea.n the strata of burning coal ar
lasers of clay. The lonstant burning of the
many seam of 'Ignt'e In the face of the cliff
ha created sufficient heat to turn the clay
lntot terra co::a. As this has burned It ha
tumbled down the face of the cliff In vari-

colored streams until It asumes the ap-

pearance of a wall down which ribbons of
every warm and rich color have fallen. Dur-
ing the thousands of years thla wall hit
prt.bt.biy been luu..: It has !iij ieroa.y
undermined, and this has produced the
great chimneys or towers of rock which
stand Isolated from the mas. but streaked
and a'atned by the Arrs that have surround-
ed It,

On top of tills bjrnlng e'lff the country
ex'er.d far Inland In a level plain, devoid of
snow and Ice. This would Indicate that the
burning coal strata extended for a great
dlstar.cr horizontally below the surface. In

the surface 1 o hot that a man can-

not walk upon It. The smoke and heat ex-

ude through the parous soil. It might be
askrd how the fire could burn sa far below
the surface and behind the face of the cliff.
The hot nlr from the burning lignite rises.
It ! suppo'ed. through the earth and cre-

ates a vacuum, which Is filled by a rush
through the t revises by the burned-ou- t

coal. The burning seams extend for an un
known distance beneath the surface.

For several days Professor Stone's party
followed the walls of burning lignite alons
the coast uf Franklin Bay. and only left
them at the Constable Klver. also discovered
by this expedition. From where the burning
wall Was Krsl dNcovered until its end, at
Co: stable Rivrr. Is exuitly twenty miles. la
this length mlltloai of ton of coal are be-I- tii

consumed almost every day. and the
heat and energy In them Is Incal-

culable, but In the froien Xorth. surrounded
by perpetual snow and lie. these fires ara
useless and lost.

Where did thii coll which perpetually
Lurr."t In the Artl.-- s come from? The seams
are very narrow and Imperfect. Professor
Stone has an Idea that they were formed by
great b'ds of seaweed or kelp. The Macken-

zie HIver. which flows throush this country.

Is one of the greatest on the continent. It is
from one to two miles broad and very deep.

Its trlbutarks are all great streams tha
Athabasca, the Uard and the Peace. It
drains an Immense lake system. In which
many of the lakes are very large, notably
the Great Bear and Great Slave, each of
which U 1 miles wide. Ita small feeder

extend to as far as Winnipeg, almost on tha
northern borders of the United States.

In the far past millions of tons of drift-

wood went down these streams and Into tha
great sea that washes North America's

most northerly coast, and were cast back
upon Its TiU Is probably where tha
coal that Is burning on the shore of Frank-

lin Bay came from. Or wa it left on tha

shores in the dajs of the mammoth, thou-

sands of years ago. when the vegetation of

the Arctics was as luxuriant as that of the
cjuator of

a line ot IntrenclimenW. The part of mj
company under command of Lieutenant
Husman led the attack, and. after a spir-

ited fight lasting about twenty minutes,
routed "the enemy out or the trenches and
put them to flight, killing and wounding.

as far as we could ascertuin. about ten of
them. A halt mile further on they cama
upon n second line of trenches, when they
had another fight, with the same result as
the first, except that one of my men was
Injured by falling in a pit while making a
charge, breaking his leg Just above tha
kr.ee. There was but faint resistance from,
there Into the town, where we succeeded In
liberating, in all. thirty-an- a Spanish pris-
oners.

We then came back to Sayaga and. after
resting a day. started back with our wound-
ed and the Spanish prisoners, arriving hera
safely nfter a two days' march. We had to
wade ten rivers In our march. The men be-

haved splendidly, and there was not a word
of crnnnlalnt from any of them, although
w- - had to subsist on rice for three days,
as our rations had given out and there was
no place to get any more until w got
back hers.


